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and reelection .  U n l i ke Thompson I can see B lack mayors in the 
present u rban context fu l fi l l i ng such leadersh ip  roles on ly when the 
need to need to assi st the B lack poor develop i s  cou nterba lanced 
by the mayors' needs to i nsure the existence of a s ign i ficant B lack 
poor popu lation .  In other words I don't be l ieve that B lack mayors 
wou ld knowi ngly ass ist a population beyond its economic  problems 
when they depend upon the ex istence of that very popu lation 
within its class context. Th is  is  the d i lemma of deep p lu ra l ism that 
Thompson's work cannot reconci le .  
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The stories documented i n  th is  book about I nu it entertai ners 
i n  the U n ited States revea ls i mportant events and c i rcu mstances 
perta i n i ng to the l i ved experiences of Esther Eneutseak and her 
daughter Col u mbia, "the on ly Eskimo born in the Un i ted States," 
du r i ng a t ime period ( 1 890s-1 920s) when the ind igenous peoples to 
North America partici pated i n  world fai rs and exposit ions as l iv ing 
exh ib its. Were these i ndigenous people as cu ltu ra l  performers 
i n  control of the i r  own l i ves? Did they possess the power and 
authority to make the i r  own decis ions on the i r  own terms? In  an 
attempt to answer these questions, the author, J im Zwick, makes 
use of pri mary sources, newspapers, magazi nes, sh ip  manifests, 
and census records to piece together the l i ves of these two I n u it 
women who, accord i ng to h im, were more than objects of cur iosity 
to the people that viewed them and saw the i r  performances. 
Rather, he asserts that they, as wel l  as I n u it enterta iners in general ,  
possessed "various levels of contro l"  and "were neither passive 
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nor powerless" despite the fact that they experienced "some of the 
worst cond it ions faced by performers in ethn ic  v i l l ages at world's 
fa i rs and exposit ions" (pp.  4-5 ) .  
Esther Eneutseak was o n e  o f  many ind iv idua ls  from twelve I nu it 
fami l ies recruited from her homeland i n  Labrador to partic ipate 
i n  the World's Col umbian Exposit ion held i n  Ch icago du r i ng 
1 893, which inc luded l iv ing exh ibit  outside of the Anth ropology/ 
Eth nology bu i ld i ngs. The Esquimaux village was cu rated by Franz 
Boas, who placed an extreme emphasis on their  trad it ional I n u it 
cu ltural authenticity u ntouched by Western c iv i l izat ion and that 
they were tru ly a "pri mit ive" people.  The I n u it faced a number of 
hardsh ips whi le res id ing i n  the Esqu imaux v i l l age, which inc luded 
poor heati ng, improper venti lation, i nadequate food, even a measles 
epidem ic.  Those in charge of the l iv i ng exh ibit  sti l l  req u i red that the 
I n u it conti nue to wear the i r  heavy fu r c loth i ng when temperatu res 
went i nto the 70s i n  March .  Because many of the I n u it refused to 
wear the i r  fu rs and successfu l ly  cha l lenged th is  requ i rement, th is  
i ncident seems to serve as the foundation for how Inu i t  performers 
"were neither pass ive or powerless." Yet, accord ing  to Zwick most 
of the I n u it "fam i l ies retu rned home after experienci ng hardsh i ps, 
tragedy and d is location, stranded in an unfam i l ia r  cou ntry with few 
prospects of fi nd ing stable employment" (pp.  38 ) .  Esther Eneusteak 
opted to stay i n  the U .S . ,  and her parents Abi le and Helen, retu rned 
to Labrador with her daughter Colu mbia in 1 896 .  
Esther Eneusteak found  l i m ited employment doi ng work as an 
i nterpreter and working as a maid and trans lator at  the Museum of 
Natu ral H istory i n  New York between 1 896 and 1 899. Du r ing th i s  
t ime, she becomes con nected to the tragic  l i ves of  Zaksr iner and 
Artmarhoke, "The Eskimo Twi ns." B rought to the u.s. from their  
homeland in Alaska by Mi ner B ruce, whose career was fueled by 
the trade of fu rs and the sale of I n u it artifacts to m useu ms.  Wh i le 
Zwick i s  aware uncerta i nties su rrou nd ing guard iansh ip  due confl icts 
in var ious pub l ished accounts, he rel ies on "what i s  probably the 
most rel iable account of thei r adoption from Bruce's perspective" 
pub l i shed in 1 896 (pp.41 -42 ) .  Was Bruce's story of adoption true?  
The problem here is  that we do not rea l ly  know. 
While the book sheds light on the lives of Inuit entertainers as 
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cultural performers possessing some degree of agency in terms 
of choices and actions from the 1 880s and 1 920s, what is miss­
ing from the narrative to highlight and support this assumption 
are the actual Inuit voices - their thoughts, impressions,  and 
ideas concerning how they viewed their actions and decisions . 
Although Zwick manages to piece together a history and series 
of stories culled from articles that appeared in newspapers and 
magazines,  or were written into pamphlets and postcards cre­
ated for exhibits and other venues like the "dime store muse­
ums," narrative falls short of his objective. In the end, what we 
do have is a solid narrative regarding a series of events that can 
be discussed, even surmised, through Zwick' s research that put 
all of these sources into a single format. 
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by Vine Deloria, Jr. (Urbana and Chicago : U niversity 
of I l l inois Press, 2006) . xxi i i ,  287 pp., $35 cloth. 
Although South Dakota is the home territory of many Lakota, 
Dakota and Nakota nations, it has often been a dangerous p lace 
to be an  I ndian,  especia l ly in the western half of the state, where 
most of the tri bal lands l ie .  Ranchers, m iners and others have a 
long h i story of try ing to lay c la im to those lands, us i ng, a lternately, 
quas i - legal and violent means. 
In th is  very-wel l - researched work, Professor Valandra shows 
that: 1 )  I n  the m id-1 950s, South Dakota legis lators, i n  co l l us ion 
with wh ite US  Congressmen and white ranchers, used and abused 
federal laws to take control and/or ownersh ip  of tribal lands, 
maski ng the i r  actions whenever poss ib le with righteous rhetoric; 
and 2 )  Lakota leaders proved capable and courageous i n  response, 
taki ng the r isky path of i n it iati ng a statewide election i n  a mostly 
anti - I nd ian c l imate on the issue of whether the state should assume 
ju r isdiction over tr iba l  lands .  
The fi rst chapters of the book set the stage by d iscuss ing the 
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